The genetics of hypertension.
In the past few years, a number of key insights have been made concerning the genetic basis of hypertension and blood pressure regulation. The genes responsible for two Mendelian forms of hypertension, glucocorticoid-remediable aldosteronism and Liddle's syndrome, were identified. In addition, research into the role of the renin-angiotensin system in blood pressure regulation has further implicated the angiotensinogen and angiotensin-converting enzyme loci in hypertension and its complications, such as myocardial infarction. Finally, several new candidate genes for hypertension have been identified through the use of genome scanning and contemporary gene expression assays in model organisms.